LONGDEAN SCHOOL

A mathematics and computing college

12 January 2010
Headteacher: R D Bryant, B.Ed.

Dear Parents/Guardians
Re: Weather Conditions

Firstly, may | take this opportunity to thank yar the way in which you have supported us
during the recent extremely difficult weather cdiwtis. As you will see from my previous
letters posted on the website, we have had to s@ke difficult decisions over the past
week and it is always as a last resort that weedllos school, but we have to ensure that staff
and students are not put at risk, and this willagisvbe our priority.

| wanted to write to explain how we would like tead with the severe weather conditions for
the remainder of this week.

We have decided to change the lunchtime arrangementsfor the remainder of thisweek
so that studentsgoto period 5 at 2pm and finish school at 3pm.

On each day Years 7 and 8 will start lunch early. 85pm to enable all students to purchase
lunch within the shorter time frame. Whilst weagnise that both year groups will lose 15
minutes for three lessons, we believe this wilbHfeset by a much better period 5 and will
reduce some issues around health and safety asehstwell-being. Students are complaining
of being cold, particularly in terms of their feate want to focus on learning and the longer
lunch-time is impacting on students’ capacity taaentrate during period 5. Also, by
finishing earlier, students will avoid some of thier conditions that have been reported
towards the end of the day.

We are also offering a film club throughout thedhrime period, which we hope the younger
students will take advantage of.

This decision has been taken in light of discussisith other local schools who are
implementing similar arrangements.

We intend to revert to the normal school timetaisidMonday 18 January, although we will
need to consider the weather conditions on Fridalgefore we make our final decision. This
will be reported in the Longdean Link and on thiecst website.

Given that we expect to revert to the normal tirhktawe would also expect students to
attend in the correct uniform, including wearingd¥ polishable shoes.

The Governing Body is currently considering howmight claw back any days lost due to
the weather, although this may prove very difficatid | will let you know their decision as
soon as possible.

I would also like to remind you that we did providehool closure’ work that students in
Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 can still access on the VLE.

Thank you again for your continued support.

Yours sincerely

R D Bryant
Headteacher
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