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Longdean Link — Edition 2 - 23" September 2011

Headlines

Dear Parents and Friends

It has been an excellent start to the year. As you will know we began our new timetable on 4" July with each year
group moving up a year. This meant that Year 8 moved up to Year 9 and started their GCSEs. The foundation subjects
will be completed in the one year and as a result students were set holidays tasks. | have seen some of these and
clearly Year 9 students have worked very hard over the summer. | have been to many lessons this term, as have my
senior leadership team and the overwhelming view is that students are focused, working hard and wanting to do
their best. You will also know from the graduation letter that | sent at the end of last term that our reports this year
are changing to the following:

1 =OUTSTANDING, 2 =GOOD, 3 = ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT, 4 = SERIOUS CONCERNS

In my first Headteacher assembly of the year | spoke to students about what each grade means and what we expect
at Longdean. | made it very clear that we expect every student to achieve at least a ‘2’ in each subject for their
attitude to learning. | certainly feel that is how the student body is working at the moment and of course that will be
fully tested out in the first report in November. The grades also support an overall view of a student performance
that includes attendance and punctuality, quality and completion of homework, behaviour in lessons, around school
and the community and if a student is seen as a good citizen. This is described in a bit more detail in the student
planner on page seven.

Lastly, we had an Ofsted subject Inspection this week in English. We are delighted to announce that the overall
effectiveness was judged to be good with many excellent elements in teaching and learning, the curriculum,
assessment and the leadership and management of the department. It will take two weeks before we receive the
final notification of the result and any areas to consider for improvement, but we are very pleased and | would like to
thank the English department for all of their hard work and commitment. The inspectors also noted how polite and
supportive the students were!

Best wishes
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R D Bryant
Headteacher

. Letters that have been sent home recently:
Link Dates v

The Longdean Link is published every two weeks, via the e BTEC Art and Design Trip to Butterfly World
Schoolcomms e-mail system to all those for whom we * Travel and Tourism Trip to Southend on Sea
have an e-mail address. It is also available on our website * Year 12 Geography AS Fieldwork and Textbooks

and the Longdean Learning Platform. . Day tnp to L|||el France
The next issues will be: * Letter about car parking
7 October 4 November * Letter about guides for Open Evening, Yr 11, 12 &

13 students

21 October . .
» Letter about confiscated items/lost property

Important Dates:

Open Evening 6.00 pm to 9.00 pm Tuesday 4 October
Late registration Wednesday 5 October —9.40 am

Yr 11 English & Maths Revision Evening Thursday 13 October

Open Mornings Monday to Wednesday 10 to 12 October
Yr 12/13 Parents’ Evening 5.30 pm Tuesday 18 October

KS3 Presentation Evening 7.00 pm Thursday 20 October

Half Term Monday 24 to Friday 28 October
Occasional Day Friday 25 November (school is closed)
Autumn Term ends Friday 16 December 12.30 pm

Do you have something you would like to add to the next Link? Let us know using our email address:
link@longdean.herts.sch.uk




Longdean School, Hemel Hempstead, Herts. HP3 8JB.Website Address: http://www.longdean.herts.sch.uk
Email: admin@longdean.herts.sch.uk Tel: 01442 217277 Fax: 01442 233098
Absences: 205760

Longdean Sketchbooks

The School Shop has a number of soft back sketchbooks that
can be used for small projects or general drawing at home.
They are priced at £1.00 each and contain good quality paper.

Mrs J Sonnier, Director of Learning - Art

Longdean 100 Club Winners

July August

1" £29.75 12 P Croft 1* £29.75 3 TDalmon
2" £850 15 JKendell 2" £850 12 PCroft
3" £425 7 Slupton 3 £4.25 10 LRobb

. Join the Longdean 100 Club and for just £5 per month for a
number you have the chance of winning a top prize or one
of two runner-up prizes. You can purchase more than one
number which means a greater chance of winning!!

. Become a member and make a vital contribution to much
needed school funds - half of each monthly contribution
will go to the LSA.

o Just like the National Lottery, the more members we have
the bigger the prize money.

. Support the Longdean School Association, which has
provided funds for a minibus, curtains in the main hall,
redecorating of school corridors, equipment for Food
Technology, staging for the Lion Theatre etc.

. Remember this is a lottery where there are no losers. The
holder of the winning ticket receives a financial prize
whilst the rest of us have the satisfaction of knowing we
have made a major contribution to the quality of our
school’s life.

. It's so easy to join, just complete the application and
standing order forms available on-line on the LSA section
of the school website:
www.longdean.herts.sch.uk or contact us by email:
LSA@longdean.herts.sch.uk. Return your completed
application form to the Finance Office in a sealed envelope
and standing order form to your bank.

. A full copy of the rules can be found on the school website
under the LSA section.

Longdean School Association

Careers and Enterprise Activities
Here is an outline for things to look out for this half term

Year 8 — Soap Making Challenge - 6™ or 13" October
(depending on House)

This is an exciting Business and Enterprise day which involves
students working in teams to create, market and advertise a
bar of soap. The winning team will have 120 bars of their soap
manufactured. They will be able to sell them in time for
Christmas!

Year 11

A booklet will be given out towards the end of next week
outlining the Post 16 options available to the students. This is
to start them thinking about the route they will take when
they finish compulsory education in 9 months time.

Students are currently preparing their CV, a mock application
form and an action plan for their BT mock interviews in
November. This is an important part of students planning for
the future.

Mrs A Cooke, Director of Learning - Careers

Longdean School Association

The Annual General Meetingis to be held at 7.00 pm on
Monday 3 October 2011. New members are welcome to
attend. We will be meeting at 6.45 pm for refreshments and
then the meeting should last for around one hour.

Mr A Purser, Assistant Headteacher

‘You Said/We Did’

Residents said that some Longdean School students were not
being careful when crossing Rumballs Road and walking down
Winchdells.

We have ensured that there are three members of staff on duty
at the end of each day in that area.

G Cunningham, Deputy Headteacher

Duke of Edinburgh

Last weekend 21 Year 11 Longdean students completed the
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze qualifying expedition. The four
teams were Supermario, Clueless, BFGs and WiiNotFit.

We started at the School on Saturday morning and students
walked along their planned routes to Phasels Wood in Kings
Langley. They carried all their kit in large rucksacks including
clothes, bedding, cooking equipment, supplies and tents.
Most of the teams arrived at Phasels Wood between 3.00 pm
and 5.00 pm. They set up their tents and cooked their meals.

On Sunday we were woken up bright and early by the birds
and a certain person who now no longer has a whistle! They
packed up their kit again, cleared the camp area and set off
on different routes back to school. When the teams arrived
back, the External Assessor quizzed them about their trips
and then they went home. They were all exhausted but
before they left many were asking if they could do the
Silver Award.

Well done everybody - and thanks to Mr Purser, Mr Coggan
and Ms Foster who gave up their time at the weekend.

Mrs Annis, Duke of Edinburgh Scheme Co-ordinator

Would you like to add something to the next Link? Let us know using our email address: link@longdean.herts.sch.uk




